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Focus on  the BSEC-CA Regions
• A cross-country comparative analysis of 

macroeconomic  and policy developments 
of the BSEC-CA region, involving 12 
BSEC and 5 CA countries

Black Sea and Central Asia: Promoting 
Work and Well-being

• Recent economic developments in the 
BSEC-CA regions (Part I)

• Work and well-being: policy challenges in 
the global environment (Part II)

GrowthGrowth Strong & sustained overall growth

GROWTH:
• Over 2001-06, average growth 

rate for the 11 CIS countries 
was around 8 per cent, 
comparing favourably with Asian 
economies.

• Substantial improvements in 
productivity have been the 
driving force behind this strong 
growth. 

TRADE:
• The European Union is the 

main trade partner for the 
region, accounting  for over half 
of all trade for the six non-CIS 
countries.

• Russia is the main intra-
regional trading partner,



Labour Market Policies
in the Global Environment

SHOCKS:
• Transition
• Globalization

Firms
(chapter 4)

Households
(chapter 5)

Governments
(chapter 6)

BSECBSEC--CACA Labour Market Outcomes

• Transition in an open economy 
– more severe recession than expected
– volatility and job insecurity 

• during the 1990s labour market policy 
responses were limited

• The Outlook describes how labour market 
policies evolved during the 2000s
– but the context was also set by households’

responses during the 1990s

Households’ Coping Mechanisms

• Short-term coping mechanisms
– family and community support

• Longer-term coping mechanisms
– informality
– migration

• Vulnerable groups and coping 
mechanisms
– gender roles, urban-rural gaps, ethnic 

relations, pensioners, children

Social Social 
indic.indic.

A heavy social cost: death rates in 
BSEC-CA countries

Source: OECD Development Centre / IMF


