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• Blue Economy – the EU`s Perspective 

• Black Sea Blue Economy

• Common Maritime Agenda for the Black 
Sea?



The EU Blue Economy
at a glance

DIRECT IMPACT in 2016
• Turnover: EUR 566 billion;

• Gross value added EUR 174.2 billion;

• Gross profit:  EUR 95.1 billion;

• Gross profit margin: 16.8%;

• Employment: 3.48 million;

• Net investment: EUR 22.2 billion.

EMERGING ACTIVITIES
• Blue biotechnology and 

High-tech products have 

two-digit growth figures 

over the period 2014-2016 

in some MS



• Turnover: EUR 566 billion

• Gross value added:  EUR 174.2 billion

• Gross profit:  EUR 95.1 billion

• Gross profit margin: 16.8%

• Employment: 3.48 million

• Net investment: EUR 22.2 billion 

• Net investment to GVA: 29% 

• Average salaries: EUR 28.300
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Winners and Losers:

Oil and gas sector: 
affected by the falling 
oil prices

Shipbuilding and 
repair industry is 
facing a long 
stagnation period

Blue Bio-economy is the 
main driver of growth for 
the established sectors, 
with almost 30%
increase since 2008 



Growth opportunities

Real potential for a sustainable growth pattern

Emerging sectors:



Cruise passenger growth 



3 main drivers of growth from the Blue Economy
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Only a consistent approach 
that keeps these three 
policies together can ensure 
sustainability.



Sustainability
Sustainability creates economic rewards

Circular economy

Energy efficiency
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• Better use of resources from the sea:
◦ relief of pressure on land and freshwater
◦ circular economy 
◦ energy transition
◦ food security

• Climate change
◦ reduction of emissions
◦ adaptation

• Support for coastal communities
◦ higher value, less precarious jobs
◦ working with nature
◦ use of local resources



Our policies:

 Maritime spatial planning
 Marine environmental framework & data 

network
 Marine Investment support

 Maritime security strategy
 Regional cooperation
 International ocean governance  





More than 20 million unemployed in the EU but Blue Economy sectors lack
qualified staff.

- Skills gaps in emerging and traditional blue sectors

- Blue Economy careers not seen as attractive

EU Actions:

A grant programme for "Blue Careers" in Europe

European Maritime and Fisheries Fund - €9M from 2016 till 2018 for projects on:

• Innovative teaching to boost entrepreneurial skills 

• Strengthened business- education collaboration enabling to reply to labour market needs

• Ocean awareness raising

Blueprint for skills cooperation in maritime technology
Erasmus+ Programme - €4M  in 2016 for projects on:
• EU industry-led strategy to tackle skills gap in shipbuilding and off-shore renewable energy
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EMODnet



Trade  routes and ports

EMODnet building vessel density 

maps for Europe



Challenges

 To inform decision and policy making

 Next generation of products and services

EU Actions

• Horizon 2020: about €260 million per year from 2014 till 2020 for 
marine research

• International cooperation- such as the 2013 Galway Statement on 
the Atlantic Research Cooperation between the EU, the USA and 
Canada 







Horizontal Actions
 International Cooperation

 Maritime Awareness

 Capability Development, Research & Innovation

 Risk Awareness and Management

 Education and Training 

Regional and Global Maritime Affairs



Value added
◦ Joint solutions to address common challenges
◦ Build common assets for entire regions
◦ Create growth and jobs and facilitate investment
◦ Channelling financial support from the EU Funds
◦ Reaching out to neighbours 

Existing sea-basin strategies and initiatives 
◦ Atlantic Sea Basin Strategy 
◦ Western Mediterranean Initiative for Blue Growth
◦ Adriatic & Ionian Sea Macro –Regional Strategy 
◦ Baltic Sea Macro-Regional Strategy
◦ Black Sea Facility project & Burgas Declaration Towards a Common Maritime 

Agenda in the Black Sea 



• Work at national level – promoting inter-
ministerial and stakeholder dialogue

• Provides analysis on the state of the Blue 
Economy – national & regional 

• Virtual Blue Economy Knowledge Platform –latest 
information/news, data, funding opportunities alerts and 
matchmaking

• Hot Line Support for stakeholders – reply within 
48 hours

• Targeted workshops on specific topics



https://blackseablueconomy.eu/

https://blackseablueconomy.eu/


• There are many marine and maritime shared issues (e.g. fisheries, environment), 
calling for coordinated actions.

• The Black Sea region maritime and coastal capital is significant, relatively 
unexploited, and could be used to support sustainable development/adaptation of 
existing activities and creation of new activities.

• There is a well-established record of cooperation, with a number or regional 
organizations already mobilized on maritime issues, or which could extent their 
scope towards maritime and coastal issues.

• There is need for coordinated actions to promote the Black Sea (e.g. maritime and 
coastal tourism) beyond the region itself.

• Many benefits could be expected from enhancing synergies between sectors (e.g. 
environmental protection, fisheries and maritime and coastal tourism).



 Shipping, passenger and cruising lines to boost trade and the promotion
of transport connectivity to develop business;

 Maritime and coastal tourism in the Black Sea to spur cooperation for a
sustainable Blue Economy, taking into account the cultural and
environmental assets of the region;

 Marine science and maritime education and training as a good basis for
cooperation and as key factors in improving and developing new skills in
the Blue Economy;

 Marine research and innovation as a key priority for cooperation;

 Promoting maritime investment for a sustainable blue economy through
planning tools;

 An improved marine environmental protection for developing a
sustainable Blue Economy, and in particular coordination while
addressing transboundary environmental challenges, such as plastic
marine litter;

 Maritime and environmental observation and monitoring which will
contribute to the sustainable use of marine resources and to the
achievement of good environmental status.



• Your opinion is valuable for us

• Involve your networks and make best use of 
the Facility project 

• Improve projects participation from the Black 
Sea countries

• Take part in the implementation of the 
Common Maritime Agenda



• What are the needs for better regional 
cooperation on maritime projects: 
matchmaking, events, one platform?

• What are the needs of the Black Sea Blue 
Economy? 

• How can the civil society get involved?

• Funding and investment in the maritime field 
– what is missing? 




